Lymphocytotoxic antibodies in primary biliary cirrhosis.
Sera of 30 patients with primary biliary cirrhosis (PBC) and 72 normal subjects matched for age and sex were examined for the presence of lymphocytotoxic antibodies (LCAs) against B and T cells at 4 degrees C and 37 degrees C. Patients were prospectively screened for: Sjögren's syndrome, scleroderma, Hashimoto's thyroiditis, and rheumatoid arthritis, in which LCAs have been described. Seventeen patients with PBC (56.6%) had LCAs against B cells as compared with only 11 of the 72 normal subjects (P less than 0.001). Five PBC patients (16.6%) also reacted against T cells as compared with none in control group (P less than 0.01). Clinical and biochemical features and the histological stage of PBC were similar in patients with and without LCA. Sjögren's syndrome was present in 13 patients--two with scleroderma and another with Hashimoto's thyroiditis. No patient had rheumatoid arthritis. The prevalence of LCAs was similar in PBC patients with or without autoimmune associated disease (54% vs 59%). We conclude that in PBC a high incidence of LCA is unrelated to the presence of an associated disease. LCA in PBC might be a nonspecific marker of an immune disorder.